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ITEM 01: ASTRONAUT TO SPEAK AT CALGARY CONFERENCE 


Dr. Robert (Bob) Thirsk, Canada’s senior astronaut, will be the keynote speaker at the RAC First National 
Convention in Calgary, July 29 to 31, 1994. He is scheduled to fly as the first Canadian aboard the Russian 
spacecraft Mir on a 30-day mission in 1996. Bob went to school and university in Calgary, and is the son of 
Les Thirsk VE7DEW. Les was formerly from Calgary. He currently lives in Cobble Hill, B.C. 


Bob Thirsk is currently studying for his ham licence. 


ITEM 02: DISCOUNT FARES FOR RAC CALGARY CONFERENCE 


For those travelling to Calgary for the RAC convention this summer, the convention committee advises that 
you book your transportation early for best rates. 


Canadian Airlines is offering special convention rates and you should quote registration number 5079. If 
your arrangements are being made by a travel agent have them quote this number when booking. 
Greyhound Bus Lines has special convention rates to offer as well. Simply quote RAC convention when you 
order your tickets. 


The convention committee is planning on 1,500 delegates so it makes sense to be sure of your reservations 
by booking now. 


ITEM 03: ADDRESS CORRECTION 


The Canadian Amateur magazine, February 1994 edition carried an ad for the RAC Calgary Convention 
which contained an error in the mailing address for registration. 


The correct address is: Don Birks VE6NOD, 2028 - 41 Avenue S.W., Calgary, AB, T2T 2M2. Phone: (403) 
243-4454 evenings. Fax: (403) 287-0290. Your registration for the convention will be confirmed by mail. 


ITEM 04: VHF, UHF MICROWAVE BANDPLANNING 


The RAC VHF, UHF Advisory Committee is forming a cross-Canada ad hoc committee to review and update 
the interim RAC bandplans for 50 through 2400 MHz. 


RAC’s VUAC Chairman Dana Shtun VE8DSS, is looking for volunteers from each RAC section to 
participate in discussion and formulation of a new national bandplan. 


The committee would like input from all users including SSB, moonbounce, CW, packet, FM repeater, FM 
simplex, ATV (repeater and simplex), and those experimenting with or planning systems using new 
technologies (digital modes, ACSSB, etc.). 


Your urgent attention to this matter is requested by the committee as they hope to get discussions underway 
by mid-March. Committee work will be carried out via correspondence, E-Mail and packet radio. Committee 
progress reports will be issued regularly via packet radio, mail and in The Canadian Amateur magazine. 


The committee asks that you send your name, callsign, address and phone number to: Dana Shtun 
VE3DSS, Chairman RAC VUAC, 500 Willard Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, M6S 3R6. 


ITEM 05: 


RADIO AUTHORIZATION REVOKED 
VANCOUVER, January 18, 1994. Press release from Industry Canada. 


The amateur radio station licence and amateur radio operator certificate of Pierre Joseph Souaillard were 
revoked by Industry Canada after an investigation by department radio inspectors revealed another person 
had written the qualifying operator’s exam on Mr. Souaillard’s behalf. 


Hal Hickey, acting District Director of Spectrum Management for Industry Canada’s Lower Mainland office, 
said that charges under the Radiocommunication Act have been laid against Mr. Souaillard. 


Industry Canada’s investigation revealed that Mr. Souaillard had interfered with amateur 
radiocommunications, modified his amateur radio equipment to enable it to transmit on police frequencies, 
and interfered with police radiocommunications.” 


While a licence/certificate suspension would usually be applied on a first offence for any one of these 
violations,” said Mr. Hickey, “the fact that Mr. Souaillard broke so many of the regulations is cause for full 
revocation.” 


Mr. Hickey also announced that the person who is alleged to have written the exam on behalf of Mr. 
Souaillard is also. under investigation for alleged offences under the Radiocommunications Act. 


ITEM 06: CANADA’S ONLY AMATEUR RADIO MUSEUM 


ITEM 07 : 


The Manitoba Amateur Radio Museum Inc. is located on the grounds of the Manitoba Agriculture Museum. 
The address is P.O. Box 10, Austin, Manitoba ROH 0CO. This is home to VE4MTR. 


The museum contains hundreds of artifacts and books from 1900 on. Opened in July, 1992, the museum is 
dedicated to collecting, preserving, researching and exhibiting articles of amateur radio and communication 
interests and is a member of the Association of Manitoba Museums. 


Along with the licenced amateur station the museum has a hands-on area and the facilities are made 
available to interested groups. If you are flying in there is an airstrip. If you are on your way to the 
convention in Calgary and are camping, consider stopping at the camping facilities offered at the museum. 


RAC HQ STATION IN RSGB CW COMMONWEALTH CONTEST 


During the RSGB Commonwealth contest, RAC HQ will be on the air. VE3VCA will be operated by Paddy 
Nicholls VE3DZZ/VA3PN. VE3VCA will count as a separate call area and will be good for some extra points 
to everyone, including those in Ontario. 


This will be the first time a Canadian HQ station has taken part in the “BERU”. See the contest column in 
The Canadian Amateur magazine (TCA), February 1994, for the rules. 


The RSGB Commonwealth contest begins Saturday, March 12, 1994 at 1200z and runs until Sunday, March 
13, 1200z. Dave Goodwin VE2ZP, RAC HF Contest Manager, describes this event as a fun, low pressure CW 
contest where you can work a lot of DX without big pileups. For this contest you can work CW on 80, 40, 20, 

15 and 10 metre bands. 


ITEM 08: MORSE WITH FLAGS 


Here’s how Arthur ZL1HV described sending morse by flags in the September issue of Break-In, official 
journal of the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters. 


A dot was from top dead centre (with hands in front of the forehead) to 30 degrees left, back through top 
dead centre to 30 degrees right and return to top dead centre. 


For a dash the flag excursion was top dead centre to 90 degrees left and back to top dead centre. 
Speeds were eight words per minute. 


ITEM 09: INTERNET PASSWORD COMPROMISE 


Internet, the global computer network which services more than 10 million people worldwide, announced 
recently that the security system had been compromised. The network was forced to advise its users to 
change their passwords. According to a UPI news item, “hackers” are suspected of having developed 
software that could copy down the password of users as they log on. 


ITEM 10: TOP SECRET DEVICE SOLD AT SALVAGE AUCTION 


This item was reported by Associated Press and appeared in the London Ontario Amateur Radio Club 
newsletter. 


COOLEEMEE, N.C. - Roger Spillman paid $75 for what he thought was a radio amplifier at a salvage 
auction. The pale green amplifier which he never got to work turned out to be a $363,735 piece of military 


hardware. It is part of a $32 billion Milstar system to be used in missile silos, nuclear submarines and 
bombers. 


The amplifier had gone astray during shipping. When Spillman turned to a local ham friend for help, the 
manufacturer was contacted for an instruction manual. This lead to a visit by the U.S. Air Force with a 
court order to reclaim the device. 


ITEM 11: KUWAIT NATIONAL AND LIBERATION DAY AWARD 


On February 25 and 26 every year the State of Kuwait celebrates its National and Liberation Day. To mark 
this auspicious event Kuwait Amateur Radio Society is delighted to announce an international award. 


The contest is open to both licensed radio amateurs and short wave listeners according to the following 
rules:(a) contacts may be conducted on any amateur band, any mode;(b) the contest will start at 00:00 GMT 
February 25 every year and end at 24:00 GMT at the end of February;(c) there will be two callsigns in use 
9K2RA/NLD and 9K2../NLD. (9K2RA is the club callsign); (d) to qualify for the award the participant is 
required to secure at least 3 points by making (1) two contacts with KARS station (QK2RA/NLD) and one 
contact with any other Kuwait amateur station the call letters of which are added to (9K2../NLD, for 
instance 9K2DR/NLD),(2) or, three contacts with three different contacts with three different Kuwait 
amateur stations; (e) the participant must submit a certified copy of their logbook along with 5 IRCs or $3 
US; (f) there is no deadline for submitting applications which should be addressed to - The Award Manager, 
Kuwait Amateur Radio Society, P.O. Box 5240 Safat, 13053, Kuwait. Telephone 965 5333762. Fax 965 
5311188. 


ITEM12: EXCELLENT HAM RADIO GROWTH 


A year ago, the ham radio operator census in the United States stood at 587,657 individual operators. It is 
now up around 635,000 (estimate) - a gain of about 8%. Before the arrival of the no-code technician class 
ticket, ham radio was growing at a much lesser rate. During the mid-1980’s it was not growing at all. All 
figures are from the FCC’s licensing division in Gettysburg, Pa., as reported in W5YI Report. 


The world amateur population is some 2.4 million with an annual growth rate of 7%. 


Industry Canada estimates the Canadian amateur population at 41,014 as of October, 1993. Between April, 
1990 and October, 1993, 15,787 new licenses were issued in Canada. 


ITEM 13: U.S. NO BUSINESS RULE CHANGED 


The rule that banned all commercial radio transmissions on amateur radio frequencies in the United States 
has been changed as of September, 1993. 


Historically, amateurs have been restricted to emergency, technical and non-business communications. 
Acting at the request of the amateur community, the FCC agreed to relax the permissible communications 
content rule. 


ITEM 14: 


ITEM 15: 


ITEM 16: 


Communications which could reasonably be furnished through other radio services is now permitted with 
certain restrictions. According to a report in W5YI, the FCC established a four part test that amateurs will 
have to use in deciding whether or not they should transmit a particular communication. That test is: 

1. whether the communications are for hire or material compensation; ; 

2. does the control operator or his employer have a pecuniary interest in the communication, and; 

3. is it specifically prohibited. 


Specifically prohibited items include: 

. music (except incidental space shuttle music); 

. communications facilitating a criminal act; 

. messages obscured by codes or ciphers; 

. obscene or indecent words or language; and 

. false or deceptive messages, signals or identification. 


OP WH eH 


Canadian operators visiting in the US should be aware of the rule change and read the full description of 
changes as published by the FCC. 


SCANNER BANNERS 


An item in the Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club bulletin says that there exists at Industry Canada a 
discussion paper that looks at the future of scanners. According to this report the Government of Canada is 
calling for a public debate on the pros and cons of banning scanners that can pickup cellular phone 
conversations. 


The date for submitting comments has passed, but copies of the discussion papers are available free from: 
Information Services, Industry Department, 300 Slater Street, Ottawa, Ont., K1A 0C8. Phone: (613) 990- 
4900. 


BRITISH SCANNERS BUSTED 


It is not illegal to listen to police radio transmissions in Great Britain, however, it is illegal to act on any 
information heard when monitoring police frequencies. In England, scanner operators are considered 
amateur radio operators. 


A recent sting operation which resulted in several people being charged involved phony broadcasts made by 
the police. In one broadcast aliens were said to be landing nearby. In another broadcast, money was said to 
have been discovered in the woods and large sums were blowing around. When eavesdroppers arrived at the 
sites, they were charged. 


South Yorkshire police ordered “Operation Marconi” when they suspected that criminals were benefiting 
from information gleaned from the airwaves. 


This story originated over the Reuters newswire and was reported in W5YI. 


SPECTACULAR GROWTH IN COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY 


When AT&T sold the first cellular phone, they said there would be 900,000 of them by the year 2000. By 
1993 there were already 13 million in use and the predicted number for the year 2000 is now 60 million. 


Over half of the U.S. workforce is now in information-based jobs. The telecommunications and information 
sector of the U.S. economy accounts for more than 12% of the GDP, and it is growing faster than any other 
sector of the economy. In 1993 the U.S. industry exported over $48 billion of telecommunications equipment. 


This item is from W5YI, taken from a speech by U.S. Vice president Al Gore to the Nation Press Club in Los 
Angeles. 


ITEM 17: 


ITEM 18: 


ITEM 19 


ITEM 20: 


AMATEUR RADIO NOW PERMITTED IN CHINA 


Individual amateur radio stations are now permitted in China with prefixes BA, BD and BG. They will be 
controlled by CRSA, the Chinese Radio Sports Association, with guidance from the National Radio Control 
Committee and the Amateur Physical Training Committee. From Break-In, Official Journal of the New 
Zealand Assoc. of Radio Transmitters. 


VANITY CALL SIGNS SOON A REALITY IN USS. 


As early as April 1994, Amateur Radio Operators in the U.S. can begin applying for so-called vanity call 
signs. The call sign can contain a Ham’s initials, nickname, or make a personal statement of some kind. 
There will be a fee (estimated at $70 for a full ten year license term), and there are some conditions. 
Previously assigned calls, for example would not be available. 


Upgraded computer systems are credited with helping to make this possible. The sequential call sign system 
would remain in place for those radio operators who do not want a vanity call sign. 


According to W5YI the changes are supported by such high profile Hams as retired U.S. Senator, Barry 
Goldwater K7UGA.New licensees would have their initial call signs assigned by the sequential system. 
Then, if the amateur wanted a different call, he or she could forward a request and payment to the FCC. 
According to the news item calls such as W5Y or WW are possible under the new system. 


; RFI AND YOUR CAR POTENTIALLY FATAL 


Almost all modern motor vehicles now contain high use of electronic components, even basic models. 


Mitsubishi advises that for an output of up to 10 W the following special installation requirements are 
necessary as a minimum: 


Never run the antenna lead parallel to any of the vehicle’s wiring harnesses; leads should cross at 90 degrees. 
Antenna lead must have good quality shielded cable and be properly grounded. 

The radio installation should be stand-alone with its own harness. Do not integrate radio wiring with 
vehicle wiring. 

Install radio unit as far away from electronic control units as possible. 

The antenna, radio itself and cable should be firmly grounded to the vehicle body. 


Mitsubishi does not recommend that a radio with a higher output than 10 W be fitted to Mitsubishi vehicles. 
If they are, then the radio and cable should be firmly grounded to the vehicle body. 


This advice followed a fatal RFI problem with a 1992 Toyota Camry and was contained in a report in the 
New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters bulletin. 


HAM RADIO WAVES HAUNT NEIGHBOURS 


According to an item carried in a recent issue of the Atlantic City Press as reported in W5YI, a New Jersey 
ham is facing court charges of trespass, inflicting severe emotional distress, causing a continuing nuisance, 
invasion of privacy and breaking zoning laws. 


According to his neighbours the ham’s 800 watt signal comes through their electronic equipment, even their 
telephone and door chimes on a daily basis. The neighbours say the ham has no license to come into their 
home electronically or physically and are seeking $100,000 in damages. 


This case, according to reports, could set a precedent. It will probably be the first electronic interference case 
that goes to trial based on the concept of electronic trespass and invasion of privacy. 


The FCC inspected the offending station in 1990 and determined that the station is in full compliance with 
the rules. The FCC contends that the problem is with the neighbour’s equipment. They say it wasn’t 
properly shielded when it was manufactured. 


The neighbours see it differently and would like to see a law passed that puts responsibility where they 
believe it belongs - on the ham radio operator not to trespass on or to interfere with the lives of neighbours. 


RAC BOOKSTORE 


STUDY MATERIALS Price 
Introduction to Morse Code (tapes)* .......... 12.50 
Code Tapes 5: 1lO:wpattica ku .c eee 12.50 
Cade Tapes 10. TS anny ssa aa. ree aoe 12.50 
La radioamateur un univers fascinant............. 23.00 
Study Guide for Basic Qualification... 25:95 
Basic Question Bank. sci. eee 18.00 
Advanced Study Guides. cee ee 25295 
Advanced Question Bank. <.n2.08.0.0. oe ee 15.00 
Radio Theory, Morse Code & Projects .......00...... 18.00 
Amateur Radio for Beginners (Question 

Bank inchic ey castes col eeencancas eee 32.00 
BEGINNERS 
Operating an Amateur Radio Station................. 1.25 
First Steps in Radio ..-24s...ce cree eee 6.50 
Premiers pas en Tadio.n/.sh. ide een eet Yio 
[NM Lis! Se anaeed ertoneet sr Bs: SIMRO STEAM A JAS 517 S28" 12.00 
Morse Code - Essential Language... 7.50 
Understanding Basic Electronics ............ssescese 21.25 
Low-Profilé Amateur Radio sce v.chasct ser 10.00 
OPERATING AIDS 
ARR Operating Manualiey. ae eree aes Byek 22.5 
Complete Def cout ace me ee 15.00 
DX CC Companion: ccc no eene ere eeeeee 7.50 
Repeater Maps and Directory (Canada)*............ §.00 
ARR Repeater Directory <2. 5: anon eee kee §.00 
Solving Interference Problems .............:cssscecesesees 6.95 
Log Books (pkyoltd) "a, cuee eset rte ae 10.00 
Superilog Booksi(pke ofs)tn artis see 16.00 
Radiogram Message’ Pad... eer ee 2.00 
DX OG Countries! Lista tre canes ee een 2.50 
Grid Locator for North America® ...........ccssesseeeee 175 
ARRIE Net Directory? cie..cka een en eee 2.50 
Canadian Callsign Data Base* 

High Density 3: Sronlyiat: chica tee eee 15.00 


GEMRADIO Logging Software* (3.5 & 


5.25 DD or HD diskettes - please specify)......39.95 
World Time Clockit24 nour lic... eee ee 39.95 
NOSCELLANEOUS 
50: Years ob ARR oe ee ee Ste 
Keysli Keysl Neyslig titi ees le ae aa 12.95 
200 Metres ahds Dowie tose 10.00 
Wireless Communication in the U.S. 0.00.00... 36.00 
QRE\Natebodkt 1.45 ca don te ek: eee 12.50 
Your QRP Operating Companion ou... cies eeeees 7.50 
FACE ats eee Ee Aone ae ae ee 8.00 
Where Do We:Go Next?i2i eer he 28 22.00 
HEPA VIE TIALS wcnacdyvonsous cantata rece EE 15.95 
CW Into Foreign Lanetiavésxxiname ee 8.00 
Back Issues of The Canadian Amateur............... 4.50 


Postage (4) TECHNICAL BOOKS Price Postage (/) 
225 -(-) ISS ARRL Handbook cus eoreeae aa 33.00 4.00 ( ) 
2.295 ( }+ ARRL Electronics Data Book .1i..2 52 15.00 par NS 
2.95.4} . Interference Fandnook «ccc cceonconmeat nae 15.00 2.20) ee 
21a bb Hints and Kinkos oh sess. to c.g emer eee 11.50 2 2oria Ged 
2.26... } CRFL How te Find tt and. Picit.2.4 pu. one 13.75 pee ny 
295 Of}... Solid State Desiats 0.5. ot cgaaaces soem ees 15.00 2.55), ene 
2.295 ( )) Spread Spectrum Source Book »........4..:..ccssssoee 25.00 2215. ce 
2200} 
2.23° +. G35 VBE. & UP. 

Sour VEE COm PaM Othe sconcd tre ncahe oceans 10.00 pes Mae eS 
450° (C'}.: Beyond Tine’of Sight:ve700.) Shee ee 15.00 y SSM tat 

UHF/Microwave Experimenter’s Manual......... 25.00 B06) ct 

RSGB Microwave Handbook Volume l............. 43.75 Zan Ae 
1.75 ( ) RSGB Microwave Handbook Volume 2............. 43.75 Zio ee 
2.25 ( ) RSGB Microwave Handbook Volume 3............. 43.75 15 
2.2505 bir sShabellite Anthology. co od-ucnenntacneryecsctans<ssec-mnath hens 10.00 2.25 ee 
2.295 { ) Satellite Experimenter's Handbook... 25.00 eS Me 
2.25 iG} > Radio Auroras (RSGB) jetty cate eee eh 22.50 2.05) Wat 
2.75 { ) Weather Satellite Handbook..............:ccssccscsscsees 25.00 ter cee 
pe ae 

ANTENNA BOOKS 

ARRE AntennaiBookhr eave eae eee 25.00 S375) eal 
3.00 ( ) Antenna Compendium Volume 1... ees 12.50 PES Poem 7 
2:45 <'{-} ~-Antenna Compendium. Volume 2.0. 101... cssasconons 15.00 ra ale 
2.95 ( ) Antenna Compendium Volume 3................-00-2 17.50 2102 oe 

20 )€ ) 4. RSGB HF Antennas for all Locations 24.222. 17.00 2 To 

115-46 Soe Antenna Notebooks WIP Bie 22) se eee ee 12.50 2:25 mt ey) 
1.25 ( ) . Antenna Impedance Matching 0.0... eeeeeeee ISS 2.7 Re 
3.00...) ‘Transmission Line Transformers:......:.:.5.4:-..120-00 Dare bo!) 
3.00.64). Practical Wire Antennas: 52 ny eens 17.50 2.25 ee 
LIS CY Reflections ili ckGin Said Ree ae ee eee 25.00 2. TS cael 
1.75.0 (€-})) Yagi Antenna Design. tie sees ai ae eee 18.75 2.78) eee 
1.75: ¢ ) . Physical Design of Yagi Antenna... h 122.00: 25.00 2. 1a ae 
Lis: {' } The Vertical Radiatet. 208 ae 2.50 100i to 
1.00 ( ) PACKET/COMPUTERS 

Gateway to Packet Radiosia ies cthnedaa 15.00 PES ae) A) 

BX )ia,. Your Packet Compamon 2... o; seco eee 10.00 2257 

5.00. (.'}.." Proceedings 11th ‘Conferences ::2.0) eee ene 15.00 225° "ie 

Your RITY/AMTOR Companion ......).s.-2.-<0cts0--- 10.00 2.25: wae 

Amateur Design of Printed Circuit Boards ........2.50 178 ee 
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Sts 
and postage for the items. Then add 7% GST to your tota 
Ontario residents only: add §% provincial sales tax on 
total of costs and postage (but not on GST) for all items 
marked with (*). Payment must accompany order - no 
C.0.D. shipments. Do not posidate cheques. Thank you. 
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| RADIO AMATEURS OF CANADA INC. 


‘tue: : Cost of Items $ 
| Administrative Office, P.O. Box 356 Kingston, Ont. K7L 4W2 
: Name: Postage $ 
| 
| Address: 7% GST S 3 


bois: 
| City: Prov. 


| 
iS Card Number: 
Expiry Date: 


fH 


Signature 
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Has sytem enn. hs att 


Postal Code 8% PST (items 


marked (*) Ontario 
residents only) 5 


Total Payment $ 


Make all cheques payable to RAC in Canadian Funds. Payment must accompany application form. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


